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Dear Parent, 
 
I am writing to inform you about a few important details: 
 

1) Meeting for parents 
2) Chaperones 
3) Hosting 
4) Funding 
5) Music 
6) Costumes 
7) Props & Set 
8) Itinerary 
9) Tickets 
10) T-Shirts 

 
Appendix – Poster, Press Release (attached to email) 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

1) MEETING  
 
There will be a meeting for the parents of the children in the Kesho Amahoro Project on 
Wednesday 26th June at 5pm in the school hall. Your children will also be present for this 
meeting as it immediately follows our weekly Wednesday rehearsal. If you cannot attend 
this meeting, don’t worry, as I will email everyone with the minutes from the meeting. Feel 
free to contact me at school or via this email address if you have any specific questions or 
concerns.  
 

2) CHAPERONE  
 
Thank you very much for all offers to chaperone. Below is a list of everyone who has offered 
to chaperone. Please contact me ASAP to inform me about which of the three shows you 
are hoping to watch (or have already booked a ticket to watch). I will reimburse you the cost 
of your ticket at a later date to thank you for your precious time and energy, (without which, 
this trip would fail). Please also ensure that you have completed a CRB form via the school 
office. (Please note; you do not have to complete a form via Downs Junior School IF you 
have a CRB certificate with Brighton and Hove City Council which is less than 4 years old.)  
 

CHAPERONES 25 26 27 28 CRB 
Cert 

Show 
Ticket 

Sam - Angus (6H)   Show   27 

Deborah - Sam (5K)       

Rosie - Lola (5Q)   Show   28 

Alice - Emily (6R) Mus Mus Mus Mus  Orchestra 

Geri - Minnie (5Q)       

Chris - Gemma (6B)       

Philippe - Samuel (5K) Mus Mus Mus Mus  Orchestra 

Kate - Madeleine (5H) Mus Mus Mus Mus  Orchestra 

Rachel - Evie (5Q)       

Maria/Nick - Emily (5K)       
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D Holland (staff)       

L Holland (staff)       

B James (staff)       

B Wakhu (staff)       

A Ngatia (staff) Mus Mus Mus Mus  Orchestra 

S Penn (staff)       

A Penn (staff)       

G Penn (staff)       

H Barley (staff)       

L Kay (staff)  Show     

C McK (staff)       

S Goble (staff)   Show   27 

G Ankers (staff)   Show   27 

S Harris (staff)    Show  28 

E Hearn (staff)    Show  28 

L Clowes (staff)       

D Daniel (staff)       

J Rice (staff)       

E Roberts (staff)  Show     

Dawn - Holly (6R)       

Karen - Maggie (5A)       

Nicky - Beth (6C)       

Emily - Molly (5A)       

Lorraine - Oliver (6R)       

Annabel - Torben (6R)       

Laetitia - Colette (6H)       

Georgia - Florence (5Q)       

Sylvia - Jack (5K)       

Vicky - Kitty (5H)       

Sam - Stanley (5K)   Show   27 

 

3) HOSTING  
 
I would like to express a huge amount of gratitude to all of the families who have kindly 
offered to host 1 or 2 children coming from Kenya. I would also like to apologise for any 
confusion caused regarding the hosting period. Children coming from Kenya have been 
allocated in pairs, where possible, so the majority of children will be hosted with the families 
who offered to host two children.  
 
I would now like to clarify and confirm the final decision from Kenya and their current 
situation: Last week the Kenyan group returned to the decision to stay in Kingston due to 
the successful allocation of funding, allowing them to stay in London for six nights. They 
would like to express their upmost appreciation to you for offering to host until 30th July but 
they are now planning an itinerary that includes sightseeing and shopping in London before 
returning to Heathrow on the 30th July, following what will be a trip of a lifetime for them. 
 
We, however, were less fortunate regarding funding. We were unable to pay for the 
accommodation and expenses of 22 chaperones for four nights, so decided to stay in 
Brighton, to keep costs down. Also, there were extra hidden costs regarding the use of the 
kitchens in the flats to allow us to self-cater and there was a lack of suitable communal 
spaces on campus to allow the whole cast and crew to socialise. I know this news 
disappointed a number of our children, and for that I am very sorry.  
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So, the hosting period in Brighton will be from the afternoon of Friday 19th July until the 
morning of Wednesday 24th July. The Kenyan group will then travel to Kingston and remain 
there until the evening of Tuesday 30th July.  
 
Here is a list of hosting allocation: 
 

Names Host Family 

Aziz and Jazz  Angus (6H) 

Daniel and Abdoulaye  Jude (5Q) 

Jonathan and Rohan  Sam (5K) 

Bryan and Matu Marcus (5A) 

Tadiwanashe Jack (5K) 

Damon and Djordje  (Caspar (6R) TBC) & Joe (5K) 

Mwende and Chidima  Hannah (6R) 

Julie and Mimi  Emily (6R) 

Yael and Coco  Beth (6C) 

Michelle and Sofia  Florence (6R) 

Diana and Noa  Maggie (5A) 

Pili and Dejanee  Bea (5A) 

Jade and Munira  Lola (5Q) 

Aysha and Clara Esme (5Q) 

Lorraine and Ammal  Mila (6H) 

Qamara and Layla  Holly (6R) 

 

4) FUNDING  
 
Despite other funding disappointments, I am excited to inform you that Kesho Amahoro is 
now an official project on Kickstarter (an online fundraising platform for creative projects) 
and we have already raised £860. The project is live online until Friday 12th July so we are 
battling against the clock to raise as much money as possible before that date. The money 
raised will help to cover the production costs, some of which are listed below: 
 

 Van hire for the transportation of stage blocks, props and musical instruments 

 Props such as face masks, UV paint, kerosene lamps, jerry cans, walkie talkies 

 Advertising – posters, flyers, social media and website domains 

 Media exposure – press release, photographer, articles 

 Lighting and sound equipment hire e.g. head microphones 
 
It would be great if you could encourage family and friends to donate £1, or whatever they 
could afford, in support of our project. We have stated a goal of £1,000 on Kickstarter but it 
would be wonderful if we could exceed that amount. Every penny counts and will help to 
make this international experience a success for everyone involved. Thank you very much 
indeed. 
 
Fundraising Concert – the Kesho Amahoro cast are invited to perform at the school’s 
summer fair on Saturday 13th July. Attendance is optional but it’d be great to have as many 
children there as possible to sing their hearts out and hopefully raise more money to 
supplement our Kickstarter fund. The school orchestra, choir and Battle of the Bands finalists 
will also be performing. The provisional timings for the fair are 12 – 3 and I will confirm 
performance times and running order ASAP. 
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5) MUSIC 
 
It is possible for the children to listen to the original demo tracks and download the song 
lyrics HERE. Please note that these tracks were recorded three years ago for the original 
production of the show. This year, a couple of the songs have been shortened in length and 
structure.  
 
Excitingly we are fortunate enough to have some remarkably talented musicians performing 
in the band in July, of varying nationalities – Kenyan, British, Norwegian, French, Dutch and 
Italian. They will be playing violin, cello, double bass, acoustic guitar, bass guitar, recorder, 
piccolo, flute, oboe, clarinet, bassoon, saxophone, trumpet, euphonium, piano, drum kit and 
African percussion. 
 
If funding allows, I would love to give some donations to these kind-hearted and well-
spirited musicians for their generous time and invaluable support.  

 

6) COSTUMES 
 
We would be very grateful if you could source your child's costume. Essentially, all of the 
clothes will need to look old and dirty and, in some cases, a little torn. Therefore, please do 
not provide your child with clothing that you would want them to wear again for a nice 
occasion! They cannot wear anything with a slogan or a logo on e.g. a Nike tick. Plain clothes 
are ideal. We are trying to represent what Rwandan people wore in 1994. You can get an 
idea of what the cast wore on stage 3 years ago by watching the various Kesho Amahoro 
trailers on YouTube.  
 
Footwear - flat pumps, as plain as possible, no neon colours. No flip-flops please as the 
children need to be able to run, skip, stamp and jump on stage. Plain coloured trainers 
would be ok IF they look VERY old and scuffed up and dirty. 
Girls - medium/long length skirt with a blouse/shirt/t-shirt/vest OR a dress. Plain colours and 
floral patterns are fine. Alternatively, authentic East African patterns would be great, e.g. 
kanga. Girls would also be able to wear a headscarf if they wanted to.  
Boys - shorts or trousers. No tracksuit bottoms please. Jeans or old school trousers would be 
fine. Shirt/t-shirt/vest. 

 

7) PROPS & SET 
 
On Wednesdays, during rehearsals, our backstage team are working hard gathering 
resources and props and frantically making notes on their scripts! They will soon be painting 
white masks with UV paint, super gluing and spray-painting plastic litter into the stage 
blocks, practising lighting and extinguishing kerosene lamps and much more. Please contact 
me if you’d like to help on Wednesdays. It is possible that I may contact you soon regarding 
the sourcing of props such as plastic bowls and cups, blankets, buckets, brooms etc. 

 

8) ITINERARY 

 
Friday 19th July 
The Kenyan group will arrive in Brighton by late morning and will be looked after in school. 
Some individuals from Kenya will be arriving from other countries and pick-ups will be 

http://www.keshoamahoro.com/music.html
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arranged. At 3.15pm your own child (and host children) if you’ve been allocated some) will 
go home with you. We will have a BBQ party at school from 6.30pm until 9.00pm before 
returning home again. 
 
Saturday 20th July 
Rehearsal in school 9.00am–4.00pm. Evening entertainment TBD. 
 
Sunday 21st July 
Rehearsal in school 9.00am–4.00pm. Evening entertainment TBD. 
 
Monday 22nd July 
All children in school 9.00am–3.15pm. Year 6 Disco in the evening. 
 
Tuesday  23rd July 
All children in school 9.00am–3.15pm. 
Picnic and sport on the field at Varndean with Year 6 and the Kenyan group 13:00 - 15:15. 
Evening rehearsal TBC (3:15 - 5:30) 
 
Wednesday 24th July 
Downs Junior children in school - last day of term.  
Kenyan children travel to Kingston and will stay in Kingston until Tuesday 30th July. 
16:00 - 19:00 Music rehearsal for orchestra members only 
 
Thursday 25th July 
09:30 – Depart Brighton 
11:00 - 18:00: chaperones will supervise the children within the theatre during the full tech 
rehearsals. For lunch, if the weather is good, we will sit riverside and get some fresh air! 
19:30 – Return to Brighton at approx. 7.30pm 
 
Friday 26th July 
07:00 – Depart Brighton 
08:30 – 10:30: Chaperones supervise during the dress rehearsal 
12:00 – 14:00: Matinee performance – supervision backstage / in dressing rooms 
14:00 – 14:30: The children will change, gather costumes and clear the stage and gallery 
balcony. 
14:30 – 17:00: Chaperones will be responsible for 5-6 children whilst exploring the 
International Youth Arts Festival on the streets of Kingston upon Thames (a detailed 
itinerary with allocated meeting points will be provided and discussed). It will be possible to 
combine groups of children – for example 3 chaperones would accompany their 15-18 
children as one large group.  
18:30 – Return to Brighton at approx. 6.30pm 
 
Saturday 27th July 
11:00 – Depart Brighton 
12:30 – 18:00 explore the festival performances (itinerary TBC) and eat lunch + pre-
performance snack. 
18:30 – 19:30: Prepare for evening performance in theatre 
19:30 – 21:30: Evening performance – supervision backstage / in dressing rooms 
21:30 – 22:00: The children will change, gather costumes and clear the stage and gallery 
balcony 
23:00 – Return to Brighton at approx. 11.00pm 
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Sunday 28th July 
10:00 – Depart Brighton 
11:30 – 12:30: Prepare for matinee performance in theatre 
12:30 – 14:30: Matinee performance – supervision backstage / in dressing rooms 
14:30 – 15:00: Supervise the children as they change, gather costumes. 
15:00 – 15:30: The children from Downs Junior School will say goodbye to the children from 
Kenyan and will then be released to their families - either in Kingston (for those who choose 
to attend the final show and thereby collect their child), or a coach will return the remaining 
children to school in Brighton to be collected.  
17:00 – Return to Brighton at approx. 5pm 
 
Monday 29th July and Tuesday 30th July 
The Kenyan group will explore London before returning to Nairobi, Kenya. 
 
Regarding the itinerary in-between rehearsals and performances in Kingston, here is the 
IYAF Programme 2013. We will distribute a more detailed itinerary soon. 
 

9) TICKETS 
 
Currently, Kesho Amahoro is the second fastest selling show (behind the NYMT) for the 
International Youth Arts Festival. Click here to book your tickets or call 08444 821556. 
 

10) T-SHIRTS 
 
The Kenyan group are kindly planning to design and create t-shirts for the cast and crew of 
Kesho Amahoro. Please contact Miss Rusbatch with your child's size (and, if you’re in the 
orchestra, your own size): 
 

CHILD SIZES: SMALL or MEDIUM or LARGE 
 
ADULT SIZES: SMALL or MEDIUM or LARGE or XLARGE or XXLARGE 
 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
A polite reminder: For regular downloads, news and updates, please support us on 

Kickstarter, ‘like’ us on Facebook, ‘follow’ us on Twitter, check the school 
newsletter and visit www.downsjuniormusic.com and www.keshoamahoro.com. 

 

Many thanks for your support so far. I hope you’re as excited as I am about 
witnessing your fabulous children performing on an international stage! 
 
Musical regards,  
 
 
Anna Rusbatch and the Chicken Knitters Team 

http://issuu.com/iyaf/docs/iyaf_kingston_2013
https://uk.patronbase.com/_RoseTheatreKingston/Productions/Y071/Performances
http://www.downsjuniormusic.com/
http://www.keshoamahoro.com/

